ORGIES AND LACKEYS

the rue Richelieu on the way to the bank the crowd was so
thick that people were suffocated and then carried on dead by
the solid mass. Only at the other end was it noticed that they
were corpses. On July i7th, 1720, fifteen people were smoth-
ered in the rue Vivienne.

Lackeys who had become mushroom millionaires over
night took a little time to get used to their new social status:
it seems that one, from force of habit, brought round his own
carriage and, forgetting that he was the owner of it, climbed
in at the back. His servant shouted: 'Hi there, mister, the
coach is yours/ and the nouveau-riche lackey replied: 'Ah,
that's true, I'd forgotten/

A certain Madame Begon saw her cook in a box at the
Opera, and the young men in the pit, catching her expletives
of surprised wrath, began to sing: 'Marie la cuisiniere, Marie
la cuisiniere.'

The result of all this sudden reversal of the established order
was disastrous. Those with money and without the sense of
responsibility handed down in old families felt free to lead a
life of pleasure; they gave parties so frenzied that they rapidly
degenerated into orgies. The suppers given by the Regent
himself did much towards lowering the ethical standards of the
country. His daughter would get dead drunk and splash all
the guests at table with her repeated vomitings. Indeed all the
conditions for serious social trouble were assembled. Mem-
bers of the lowest classes of society, women from the gutter,
were now through the power of money on an equal footing
with the nobility. Financial speculators and profiteers grew
avid for luxury and spurned contemptuously all the lords and
gentry now at their mercy and crawling before them. Every-
where there was reckless extravagance with money, and the
spectacle of millions gained without work. Old families
whirled in a vertigo of fear and despair as they saw their
money and estates suddenly gone; everyone felt the universal
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